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THE UPSET

PRESIDENT MESSAGE

To all of the wonderful members of the Mississippi Forge

DECEMBER 2009

Council, thank you! It was a great ride. This is a fine place to learn,

and have fun doing it. The council has grown and interest is r
There is so much talent in the Mississippi Forge Counci

Ising.
l.

Recently this was told to me from a member that also is a member

that lives in another state and belongs to another similar group.

Letds not rest on our |l aur el

and demonstrators that test our ability and expand our horizons is

the way.

Like any other group or club, we have some warts that de-

tract from our main purpose,
way to teach and learn. One problem, however, still remAlds.

members need to let their wishes be known. Research your craft in
books and any articles concerning art or crafts. Find something new

t hat attenti Th

have fun.

gets your on.

The position of president is now filled by Bill Peavey. He

wanted another try at it and will do a great job. We have some

new officers and this is good. My time as president, with one ex-

ception, was fun and rewarding. Sometime in the future, | wou
like to serve again. Patty is staying on as treasurer and does a

en t

other

d
very

good job. We are lucky to have her. Jon and Anthony are doing a

great job already. They have
conference and plans surrounding the conference are being m
Our conferences get better every year. The demonstrators hav
very positive comments as have those attendees from other st
Part of this is because all concerned take personal responsibil
and work together. Let 6s kee

One aspect of our meetings that | would like to see look
at. More members should participate. After the demonstrator h
finished, many leave the shop. How about having lunch and th
getting in the fire? A donation could be taken up to take care o
lunch and then some one on one practice at the anvil could be
What are your thoughts on this? One other thing and | will quit
rambling. If any of you have any time during the week to come

to the shop and work at the forge, the people at the Ag Museum
would welcome your participation and the practice is rewarding.

During the week, groups cO0me

someone working at the shop is good.

Thanks : ) . R

again Editors note: This is Edsb©o
ou for your guidance this last year. Your willingness to cont

Ed Benton 4 your @ y d

ute to the survival is this group is commendable and appreci

2

Above all we value your friendship. Thanks Ed, job well done.
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President s Message

First of all | would like to thank Ed Benton for his service as President of the Mississippi Forg
Council for the past year. | think he has done an exceptional job that we can all be proud of. Dt
other obligations he chose not to seek the office again. We can all understand his decision becz
many of us have a lot of irons in the fire and have to balance what we want to do with what we h
do. He will still be on the Board as a member at large. He has many good ideas. Thanks again
his service.

Our July business meeting brought some new faces to the Board of Directors. It was decidec
editor of our newsletter, Mr. Jim Pigott, would be a member of the Board. As an aside,l would
invite any of you that think you have a better newsletter to send me a copy.

Other members of the board would include Mr, Anthony Morales as Secretary, Ms. Patti Mit
Treasurer, Ms. Ardell Hinton, Member at Large.

Ricky Wynn was our demonstrator in August. Many of us think that tongs are hard to make.
he finished his demo we realized that it was not so hard at all. Thanks to Ricky for his splendid

Our longtime member Benny Crevitt did the demo for the September meeting and we were gl

him. Benny has been doing the festival circuit for many years and has a good idea of what sells.

showed us how to make many of these items and we appreciate his participation.

October was quite a surprise. A call from California. Brian and Karen Brazeal asked if they
stop by and spend a couple of weeks with us. Of course we said yes. Brian had been with us w
came with Tom Clark to our Conference several years ago.

To say that Brian is exceptional would an understatement. He has studied with the best bla
in Europe for a year and a half and is very adept at passing along what he has learned. Low ke
be my description of his presentation, but the information that he passed along to us was anythi
low key. Many times we get so caught up in the presentation that we miss small but critical info
clues that the demonstrator is offering. If you pay attention to what Brian is saying along with w
is doing you will come away from any of his demonstrations with a great deal of new knowledge

During their stay we made 28 wonderful blacksmithing hammers. Brian brought his tools to d
whatever needed to be done and all that he asked was for you to swing the sledge.

At November s meeting Ernie Dorrild]l
stration at the Al abama Forge Counci l
on how to plan your work so that | turns out like you had envisioned.

By the way, Ernie will be teaching classes in Alabama next year. Contact the Alabama Forge
for more information.

Our December meeting wil/ as usual " Weal h
ways look forward to this time of fellowship with each other and our families and we always get
than enough to eat.

To echo one of Eddéds main points | would |
focus on a particular aspect of blacksmithing to call me personally and tell me what you want to
(601 720 7342). Our mission is to teach our membership as well any of the public what blacksm
about and help them to become proficient if that is what they desire.

The demo for the January meeting will be presented by members of the Revell hardware gro
will encompass machines used for welding and cutting steel and other associated operations.

February demo will be conducted by several members of the MFC in the art of forge welding
activity seems to be wrapped in a cloak of secrecy but is not that hard to master if the participan
several things in a specific way.

| look forward to seeing each of you on Dec"12

Best, Bill Pevey
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Clay Spencer
Blacksmith Architectural Gate Workshop
10" Anniversary

Ernie E. Dorrill 1l

Based on a survey conducted by the Mississippi Forge Council in early 1998 of all members regarding their areas
of preference, those responding indicated that OrnameAt@hitectural Outdoor Applications were relatively
high on their list of interests. As a result, the Mississippi Forge Council cont@lete@penceto determine his
willingness to lead a workshop to build a gate. Clay graciously agreed and discussions began at the ABANA Con-
ference in Ashville, NC in June of that same year. Clay suggested a proposed design be submitted to him with
dimensions of all material for his review and subsequent additions, deletions or other changes that might jmprove
design and structural integrity.

Over the next several months a preliminary design was developed with all structural components dimensioned (see
photo catalogue) and mailed to Clay. Clay suggested a few dimension changes and a final design was developed

for a double gate with overall dimensions of 7090 higt
have dogwood stems, leaves and flowers as one of the signatures of Clay Spencer. Several blackline copies were
made at actual size for Clayés final approval. After

be noted here that from initial contact with Clay to final design, six months had transpired, at which time, adver-
tisement, material purchase, scheduling, cost to participants, etc., proceeded.

The workshop was then scheduled for Mayi 3lLine 4, 1999 to coincide with and immediately follow the Missis-

sippi Forge Council Annual Conference, Agriculture and Forestry Museum in Jackson, MS (approximately one
year from concept). The workshop was to be 5 days, limited to 15 participants, and assistance was requested from
Chris MarksandGlen Jarreauof Louisiana. Processes taught would incllageut, forge welding, tenon devel
opment, slitting, punching, scroll devel opment, twi st s
ment, riveting, etc All components would then be assembled and finished along with recommendations for instal-

lation and maintenance.

Processes learned could then be applied at any scale for development of furniture, stair railings, fireplace| screens,
lighting fixtures as well as numerous other applications. There was no prerequisite for the workshop and there was
a good mix of all levels of expertise and plenty for each individual to accomplish in developing the finished prod-

uct.

It should be noted that most participants took a week of vacation and paid a fee of $200 (not including travel, lodg-
ing and meals) for the opportunity to be led in the development of a pair of traditionally constructed gates by one
of the finest architectural blacksmith instructors in the world.

The second gate of the pair was assembled after the workshop concluded with valiant efforts from Steve Paulson,
Steve Norquist and Jim Pigott. Hinges for the gate were developed latemb@lark and theBrazeal Brothers
(see Tombébs touch mark on the gate), with the gate inst
of the Agriculture and Forestry Museum in Jackson, MS.

Through the legendary efforts of Clay Spencer and all participants, the artistic beauty-fifrgaddronwork has
been preserved for future generations to see. We in the Mississippi Forge Council are humbled by such selfless

enthusiasm and dedication to the art and craft of blacksmithing. (Please note the following photos chronicling gate
development were formatted and digitally enhanced by Tommy Ward.)
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ARCHITECTURAL

WORKSHOP

May 31 - June 4, 1999

The architectural workshop witBlay SpencerandChris Marksis scheduled the week after thi€-C
Annual Conference.This is one of threavorkshopshat Clay will conduct in 1999 and we Missis-
sippi are very fortunate to have secu@dy and Chris for this event. This will be tbaly architec-
tural workshop for some time thateasily accessible in the Deep South and we iravitet encourage

participation from anyone either in state or out of stteen slotswill be availableand the cost of the

total 5-day workshop is onl$200.MFC is now, as receipt of this newsletter acceptigp@deposit

to secure your reservatidan the workshop on a first come, first serve basigardless of location

either in or out of statevour deposit is refundable up to May 7, 1999 should there be compl
tions and you can not make the workshop. Send your depadissssippi Forge Council, to David
Williams, Treasurer, PO Box 13515, Jackson, MS 39236.

Details for lodging, workshop location, aratjenda will be forwarded |,
a later date to eagtarticipant.

Because of increasing interest in this arendlatksmithing, the class w
fill up quickly andshould you desire to be a participant, please send yo
posit early. Individuals in Mississippi wilave no advantage over those
of state insecuring a slot so plan ahead.

We believe this workshop will be one of the mmstvarding events that MF
has sponsored arfdom comments previously received, othiastruc-
tors have indicated this is the preferred method of acquiring know
regarding thisubject.

Some of the processes covered willlagout,forge welding, forging o
tenons, slitting, punching, scroll development, twists, swagiebiseling
chasing& repousse'collar development, riveting, eténdividual component
will then be, assembled and finished along wébommendations for install
tion as well asmaintenanceP?rocesses learned can then be applied at any|
for development of furniture, stair railings, afigplace screens, lighting fi
tures and numerousther applications. There will be an abundantount o
expertise after hours, available dscuss processes, methods, procedures, assetthlgf any par-
ticular projects of which you mayave questions.

There is no prerequisite for this course and théiebe a good, mixture of all levels of expertise and

plenty for each individual to accomplish dieveloping the finished product. During tivorkshop,

you will also see appropriaterocedures for developing a project, coordinatimgl executing

individual efforts into a compositieameworkDocumentation of all processes and procedusd$ be
provided to each participant includinimcremental photographs that will illustrate &ecord the
entire week's activities that can bised for future reference.

This is the original announcement thait

an
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On the previous page Ernie Dorrill has been far too modest. Ernie neglected to tell us that he is the reasd
had a class such as this. Ernie designed the gate, as seen above, he coordinated the project with Clay
we can see on the next page, and was the driving force in making certain that this project made it into the
wrote the announcement, took the following pictures and made sure all the participants had a pictorial r¢

our accomplishments during that week with Clalyanks Ernie!
Dean Foster produced the full sized CAD drawings
Also:
A big thanks to Lyle Wynn and Tommy Ward for the photo of the gate on the front cover and to Tommy W
fine tuning the photos Ernie took of the cl ass
guys, and a few others, this editor would have been retired a very long time ago.
Hmmm, maybe | shouldnét be encour
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GATE WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS

THE GATE GANG

1. STEVE PAULSON 9. GLENN JARREAU

2. STEVE NORQUIST 10. MAX GOODMAN

3. JIMPIGOTT 11. CHRIS MARKS

4. DOUG POIRRIER 122.J OHN OG6 CONNOR
5. ERNIE DORRILL 13. JAMES MONDAY

6. ROBERT PYRON 14. BENNY CREVITT

7. BILL WOODS 15. JANICE RIVEST

8. TOMMY WARD




