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Gene and Libby Mulloy with Bob Tomson,, right, teacher. 

Everyone participating in the fountain class took home a fountain 

similar to the Mulloys’. We all had big grins. This was one of our 

best classes ever. 
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Steve Norquist 
Magnolia Iron Works 

Here is some of the fine ironwork by Steve Norquist for a new home in the 

Jackson area. Steve has been a member of the MFC for several years and 

never hesitates, much, to share his knowledge of the craft with members. 
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Message to Members 
It is time to make some changes in what we are 

doing. We are obviously not making things inter-

esting enough to get you to the meetings. We 

have pleaded for input from membership and yet  

still receive no indication of what you want from 

the MFC. What do you want to learn? Which 

demonstrators would you like to invite here to 

teach classes? What can we do to make the MFC 

more responsive to your interests. 

DO WE HAVE A PROBLEM? 

Actually, I think not. If we stop for a minute 

and think about where we are now, things are 

cool. We have a good bit of money in the bank, 

we now have ten forges and enough equipment to 

have larger classes and we have some very, very 

talented blacksmiths as members, active mem-

bers.  

SO, WHAT AM I SAYING 

My point is this, the active members are in a 

great position. We can choose what we want to 

do, what we want to learn, who we want to bring 

in to teach , expand our blacksmithing skills to 

whatever level we aspire and we have to money 

to do it. That ‘s not a bad place to be. 

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

Here is the plan. We are going to take a focused 

approach for the next few months, leading up to 

the conference. Our focus will be on learning 

the techniques of repousse’, chasing, embossing 

and making the tools-chisels, hammers and 

stakes- so we will be ready for the experts to 

come and teach.  

SAY WHAT? 

Ok, we started with Ernie Dorrill’s demonstra-

tion at our October meeting. We saw then that 

there is a real interest in the gothic and renais-

sance decorative work. The artists that apply 

these techniques set themselves apart from the 

average metal artist, it validates their credibil-

ity and expands their appeal. Would you like to 

be described that way? You can be. 

HOW? 

Come to the meetings. Starting with the Janu-

ary meeting we will start by making the chisels  

 

you will need to get started, enough to be able 

to produce some beautiful work. Then we will 

learn to make the hammers, for those so in-

clined, and the stakes used to form the work. 

Then we will do some actual work of our own, 

some introductory level work to get us past level 

one experience. With this in mind we will bring 

in the best we can find to  teach a two-day class 

prior to the conference then they will demon-

strate the expert level work at the conference.  

By the time the conference is over there should 

be a few more ‘highly skilled’ smiths in our 

group. 

THEN WHAT? 

We do it again, the focused approach, I mean. 

This is where you should be getting interested. 

You tell us what to do next. Will it be traditional 

joinery, forge welding, handrails, animals,  ogres, 

yard art, sculpture, whimsical, functional? We 

start the process all over again, we have intro-

ductory classes, make the tools ahead of time 

and are ready, really ready for the expert dem-

onstrator. 

AND WHAT IF I STILL DON’T ATTEND? 

Actually, that’s your loss. We will just be choos-

ing what we want and the classes will just be 

smaller. Eventually we will run out of money, 

shut down the MFC and go our own ways.  

Just kidding, just kidding.  

WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN? 

I look at it this way, if what I am doing makes 

me happy, others will be attracted. If we are 

having a good time learning and making new 

friends we will attract others with the same 

interests. You are receiving this newsletter be-

cause you have an interest in blacksmithing. It 

does take a lot of effort to maintain an active, 

progressive group, the more people helping the 

less pressure on the few. Being mildly enter-

tained by our endeavors is fine, but if the iron 

‘just grabs you’ this is your opportunity to set 

yourself apart. It starts with this issue. Check 

out the reprints from past articles on repousse’, 

it’s a good place to start. 

JP 
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MFC SCHEDULE 

 

December 11, Christmas Party at the Monday’s in Canton. This is the event of the year for the 

MFC. There is always plenty of food, fellowship and forging. There is no scheduled 

demonstrator but the forge is open and we always have a good bit of ‘how to’ going 

on. Call Ardell Hinton to see what we need for the party (601-856-2314) 
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Meetings 
As the demonstrating schedule for our meetings evolves we will post it on the web site  

www.msforgecouncil.com Unless otherwise noted we will meet on the second Saturday of each 

month  at 9:00am at the Ag Museum. It will be a good idea to check the web site, 

www.msforgecouncil.com, before any meeting or class. Sometimes things change too late to be 

able to contact many folks. I will do my best to keep the site updated properly. 

January 8- Meeting at 9:00 am with Ernie, teaching chisel making class. 

February 12- Meeting at 9:00 am then a hammer making class 

March 12- Meeting then a beginners class on repousse’ and chasing. 

VISIT WWW.MSFORGECOUNCIL.COM FOR SCHEDULES AND EVENTS 

ATTENTION PLEASE 
Membership Dues 

Stacy Stegall, Treasurer, is announcing a change in how, or when, we pay our 

dues. Trying to keep up with expirations and additions on a monthly basis is really 

too much when it can be made much simpler. Beginning January 1 2005 all mem-

bership dues will be due. It would  be nice if everyone just donated any remaining 

months left on their membership and sent a check for $25 in January. If this is 

not palatable then calculate the number of months between your expiration date 

and the end of the year and send $2 and change for each month. If you don’t 

know your expiration date, just send $25, you’re being punished. This will take you 

to the end of 2005, so, on January 1 2006 everyone's dues will be due. If you 

aren’t aware of this, the membership dues fund the newsletter. Communication is a 

fundamental key to success, we need the newsletter. As it stands now we are al-

most breaking even on the newsletter costs, any help you can give would not only 

be appreciated but would be contributing to the preservation of the MFC.  

    Thank you for your support. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

In 2005 The Mississippi Forge Council will celebrate its 18th birthday. 

Got anything for sale or trade? 

Advertise in our sale barn, on the web site and in the Upset, it’s free. 

Contact the editor at jpigott@jam.rr.com 

 
I would appreciate it if you could run this ad in your newsletter and/or on your website. 
Thanks, 
Dan Nibbelink 
Member of Rocky Mountain Smiths and ABANA 

 LITTLE GIANTS: 50lb, overhauled, new spring, dies, etc. w/motor, $3500. 25lb, good condi-

tion, 3ph motor, $1800. ANVIL: 186lb INBA, new $975. Farrier's portable coal forge w/elect 

blower $100. www.nibbelink.net/bs/forsale, 970-532-4387, smith@nibbelink.net, equipment is 

in Colorado. 
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EDITOR ALERT! 

Editors, give this to the scheduler of your classes and demon-

strations. 

Classes don’t get any better than this.  

There were 10 of us in this fountain class taught by Bob Tomson. 

He is thorough, organized, highly skilled and enthusiastic. In two 

and a half days everyone of us had a beautiful fountain of which 

we are extremely proud, see front cover at the smiles on Gene 

and Libby's faces. He taught us valuable techniques in brazing, 

patinas and metal shaping. His instructions are clear and written 

out, makes it real easy to progress. The comments from the par-

ticipants made it clear that we have a winner here. “ The best 

class we have had”. Even if copper work is not your first inter-

est, you will learn techniques that apply to other metal work 

that this would be worth your time. Bob is the man that created 

the 10” oak tree from sheet brass. You can see the process at 

our web site www.msforgecouncil.com in the gallery in Jackson 

Oak He is ready to start a 20” tree now. Want to help? You can 

reach Bob in Florida at 386-749-4236 or call this editor.  
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Harvest Festival 
Many thanks to Stacy Stegall, Bill Pevey, Steve Paulson, 

Carroll Ellis and Duke Baker for taking the time to dem-

onstrate at the annual Harvest Festival at the Ag Mu-

seum. This is the most important function sponsored by 

the Ag Museum and by demonstrating during time we 

show our appreciation to the folks there for all they 

have done, and do for us. The MFC has come a long way 

since we made our home there. This year there were 

almost 6,000 visitors, mostly school children, during the 

festival. It is really a treat to see how the children and 

adults react to the hot iron on the anvil. This year the 

knifemakers demonstrated at the pavilion on Saturday. 

We got a lot of good exposure to the bladesmiths which 

made things more interesting at our shop. 

Thanks again guys, you did great. 
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October Meeting with Ernie Dorrill 

This is the meeting that set the ball in motion to focus on repousse’ and chasing up to the conference. 

Ernie has worked hard to be able to do his museum quality work and he is willing to share his knowl-

edge with anyone interested in learning. The next few months will present a unique opportunity to learn 

from one of the best without having to travel or incur major expense. I can’t imaging missing this. 

 

Left 

Ernie on 

treadle torch. 

Right 

Ed Wozniak 

on treadle 

hammer 

Above is Ardell Hinton on the treadle hammer and left is Julia Al-

len with her whimsical Venus Fly Trap. 

The candle holder, center, the keyed lock, the bolt latch and the 

lions head escutcheon plate are just a small part of Ernie’s work. 

By participating in our meetings and classes for the next few month 
you will know the techniques and have the tools to be able to do 

this kind of work. No matter what type of iron work interests you 

the skills you will learn will enhance your work for the rest of your 

life.  
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Long time MFC member Benny Crevitt recently performed a public demonstration in the original industrial black-

smith shop of the Soule’ Steam Feed Works/Mississippi Industrial Heritage Museum at Meridian. Benny always 

draws a crowd when he demonstrates, and folks were two deep around his area for a good part of the day.  Linda 

Crevitt also held the interest of a steady stream of onlookers at her broom making operation in another part of the 

facility. This was their second annual open house and live steam festival, and the volunteer staff has made much 
progress in cleaning up and arranging displays since the museum’s debut last year.  More information on the mu-

seum can be found at: www.soulelivesteam.com.                                  - 

Tommy Ward 

REDUCING THE SIZE OF A HOLE 
 

    by: Tommy Ward 

 

 Here are a couple of tricks for reducing the size of a drilled or punched hole that is found to be slightly larger than desir ed.  

 

 One method is to find a ball bearing with a diameter larger than the hole and drive it against the opening with a 

hammer to push the metal around the lip into the hole.  This technique can be done cold, but may require heating the piece 

to a forging temperature if more material is to be moved or if the work is particularly hard.  Repeat the process on the re-

verse side. 

 

 Another approach is to heat the area around the hole to a bright red and then carefully quench the “bottom” side of 

the work (the hole should be perpendicular to the water) while leaving the “top” part outside of the water. The submerged 

area will cool rapidly and shrink somewhat, but the portion of the metal remaining outside of the water will be drawn in 

more as it slowly air-cools - resulting in the “top” half of the hole being reduced in size. Reheat the piece and repeat the 

process on the opposite side. I have found it easier to hold the work precisely half-submerged by bending up some coat 

hanger supports that span my slack tub. Make a couple of dry runs to get things adjusted, and then quenching will be a sim-

ple matter of laying the heated material on the hangers that have been preadjusted for the correct depth. If you’re really cu ri-

ous about how the shrinkage of the metal can be influenced, play around with the leaving the piece in the water until it cool s 

to room temperature, or taking it out of the water and allowing it to air-cool after the initial quench. 

 

 Both of these techniques work better, of course, on thicker pieces of metal, and with a little practice can reduce the 

size of a hole by a surprising amount. 
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THE FRIENDSHIP KNOT 

By: Tommy Ward 

 
   The blacksmith’s bag of tricks includes techniques intended to impart metal with the illusion of being something else and give the 

observer cause to wonder. A perfect example is this simple bending exercise that suggests the appearance of a rope knot. The knot 

theme can be further developed into a useful accessory such as a hook for hanging a coat, hat, or what have you. The knot makes for 

a nice little gift - particularly when the recipient is told the story of its tradition. Walt Scadden performed the knot during his demon-

stration of nautical ironwork at Tannehill this year, and I was intrigued as much by his account of the knot as I was of the procedure 

for making it.        

 

      Walt’s shop in Connecticut is near Mystic Seaport, an area renown for traditional boat building, For years Walt has supplied 

authentic iron work to the wooden ships that come to the port for outfitting or repairs, and he has made a habit of presenting a visit-

ing vessel with one of his metal knots as a gesture of good will and friendship.  Hence, the “Friendship Knot.”  Walt is passionate 

about preserving and furthering the craft of blacksmithing, and what better way to honor the tradition than by making a “Friendship 

Knot” for a friend. And don’t forget to share the story with them. 

 

 
Note: thanks to Jim Pigott and Ernie Dorrill for helping with photos and set-up. 



11 

MISSISSIPPI FORGE COUNCIL                                 THE UPSET                                                         DECEMBER 2004 

(1) Forming eye    

Starting with a piece of ¼” rod about 12” long, form an eye resem-

bling  

a big cotter pin. The inside diameter of the eye should be a smidgeon  

over ½” to allow both legs of another  pin to pass through it. 

(2) Two pins    

Make two identical pins with the eyes bent up twenty degrees or so. Try to keep 

the eyes as compact as possible to improve fit 

(3) Loose knot    

The legs of each pin are slipped through the opposing eyes as 

shown.  

(4) Pulling knot    

Take a bright heat on the center of the assembly, place one end in 

the vise , grasp the other with a heavy set of tongs, and give the 

“knot” a quick, heavy tug to draw it tight. You may want to put soft 

jaw liners in the vise to prevent marring the legs. Quenching the 

ends of the legs before clamping may help isolate stretching to the 

knot area. With some practice you should be able to get a fairly 

tight knot in one or two heats.  

(5) Tight knot    

This is how the finished knot should look. The tighter the fit, the more “rope

-like” the joint will appear. You may improve the fit somewhat by working 

the loops and necks of the eyes with a light cross peen hammer in the areas 

indicated by the arrows, but be aware that working the knot cold can loosen 

it.  
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(6) Trim ends    

Trim the ends of the legs even, and adjust them on the anvil as 

needed to achieve a straight and parallel condition. Reheat the 

legs for working, but be careful not to flatten or mar them. 

(7) Curve & flatten ends    

Splay the “top” legs sideways  to whatever degree of curvature you find 

pleasing (this is the end that will fasten to the wall, so select the “back” set 

of legs to insure that they will lay flat) . Next, flatten the ends of the upper 

legs with a large flat punch. You can also use the peen end of a small ball 

peen hammer as a punch to add a “dished” look to the ends. Now punch or 

drill a hole in the center of each flat to receive  mounting screws. 

(8) Form hook ends   

Flatten the ends on the opposite (bottom) legs and form small 

lamb’s tongue scrolls on each. The two legs are then bent sideways 

and outwards to create the hooks at the bottom of the knot (see 

photo of finished knot).  

ACME PRINTING 

After talking to several printing companies, 
who thought our newsletter was too small a 

job to deal with,  I was referred to the Wagner 
brothers at Acme Printing.  With them there 

was no question about the size of the newslet-
ter or the quarterly printing. Not only did they 

give us a good quote but they referred us to 
Dearing Addressing who takes the printed 

newsletter and labels and bulk mails the issues 
for us. All this not only saves us a huge 

amount of time but they do it for what it was 

costing us to do it the hard way. Support those 
that support us. For your printing needs con-

tact  
Acme Printing 

601-856-7766 
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WHERE ARE YOU GETTING YOUR STEEL? 
TRY ONEALL EXPRESS IN PEARL, ON BIERDEMAN ROAD. 

NICKY WYNN DOSEN’T CARE HOW SMALL YOUR ORDER IS, HE WANTS YOUR  

BUSINESS. 601-939-4132, 800-222-8033 

NICKYWYNN@ONEALSTEEL.COM 
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Mississippi Forge Council Membership  
 
Date     ———————————————–
   
Name   -——————————————— 
 
Spouse ———————————————– 
 
Address  ——————————————— 
 
City        ——————————————— 
  
State/Zip —————————————— 
 
Phone ———————————————— 
 
E-mail ———————————————— 
 
Make check for $25.00 payable to 
MFC and send to: 
 Stacy Stegall 
     PO Box 320744 
   Flowood, MS 39232 
 
MFC is an affiliate of the 
Artist-Blacksmith Association of 
North America (ABANA) Dues are 
$25.00 per year and include 
subscription to The Upset. 

Disclosure 
Blacksmithing is inherently a dangerous occupation. 
You are responsible for using eye, ear and 
respiratory protection and safe work methods. The 
Mississippi Forge Council, it's Officers, 
demonstrators, writers, editors and members 
specifically disclaim responsibility for any damages, 
injuries or destruction of property as a result of the 
use of any information published in the Newsletter, 
demonstrated at conferences or at meetings. Every 
effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of 
information provided, but the use of any material is 
solely at the user's own risk. 

NewslettePolicy: 
Material is composed and written by the editors 
except as indicated. Unless otherwise noted, 
material herein may be reprinted without written 
permission provided proper credit is given. This is 
YOUR newsletter and contributions are encouraged 
and needed. A SASE should accompany any 
material you wish returned. Any suggestions or 
comments regarding the newsletter are welcome. 
Send contributions to: 

Jim Pigott 
136 Munich Dr. 

Madison, MS 39110 
jpigott@jam.rr.com 

www.msforgecouncil.com 
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